Town Hall Meeting

“Safety in our Community”
See link www.themindspatx.com

 Our society has been subjected to economic and emotional stressors. In some ways this has been reflected by increase in levels of violence in our community, family and intimate partner relationships. We need reminding that the family is impacted by the community and society. To the ends of raising awareness that the solution is in the problem, there will be a series of meetings every three months in and around our community that stimulate dialogue, increase awareness of services, and identify resources. The meetings will facilitate safe dialogue that snatches the covers off the bed violence in our community and the intimate partner violence that follows it. There is a universal belief that perpetrators and victims of violence should be silent, until it’s our daughter, son, mother, niece, sister, brother etc.   The central question of our meeting will be “What are we pretending not to know” about the origins and supporting beliefs that nurture and sustain violence in our society and community.
Where:
Mountain View Church of Christ, 4111 W. Illinois Avenue, Dallas, Texas 75211.   
When:

June 2, 2009   
· Session I:
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.  (Agency Professionals) 
· Session II:
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. (Community Members)
Who:
Open to concerned community members, agencies that address intimate partner violence prevention and intervention and criminal justice professionals.
August site      New Life Christian Church, 1304 S. Hampton Rd, Dallas, TX, 75208
· Proposed date, August 18th, 2009
October site    Commemorating Domestic Violence Awareness Month

· site in negotiation at present

Town Hall Meeting Agenda

Panelists:
Judge Elizabeth Frizell, Dallas County Domestic Violence Court #11 
Mildred Muhammad, (former wife of the DC Sniper) Executive Director, After the Trauma   www.afterthetrauma.org
Oliver Williams, Ph.D, Professor of sociology, University of Minnesota, Chairman of the ‘Institute on Domestic Violence in the African American Community’.  www.dvinstitute.org
Norris Rideaux, M.A., Criminal Justice, Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles Chairman of the Crime Victims Organization Dallas County, Dallas County Juvenile
Rev. W. J. Atkins M.S. L.P.C., Violence Intervention/Prevention Educator/Advocate, Pastor-Metropolitan Baptist Church
                                    Robert B. Mandell, Ph.D., Psychologist-certified trauma resolution therapist, AAA  

                                     Mental Health

R.S.V.P.:
You are welcome to attend both sessions if you choose.  
 

I. 4:00 p.m./6:00 p.m. – 4:20 p.m./6:20 p.m.  

Introduction of process by D.J. Bink, mid day personality 97.9 The Beat
· Introductions of panelist, sponsors, establish purpose of meeting, define safety issues and outline the process. 
· Groups break out by gender/age: Women 18-35yrs and women over 35yrs.  Men 18-35yrs and men over 35 yrs. 
II. 4:20 p.m./6:20 p.m. – 4:50 p.m./6:50 p.m.  

Group discussion focusing on the following: 
· Defining the problem
· Identifying challenges/obstacles
· Action planning
· Questions for large group discussion
(  If the gender safe environments are more productive the balance of time will be spent in that format.
III. 4:50 p.m./6:50 p.m. – 5:40 p.m./7:40 p.m.  

Groups reconvene 
· Fish bowl activities and exercises: questions written during group discussion (in safety) will be addressed. 
· Safe dialogue will be maintained during discussion in which the panel of five will address.
IV. 5:40 p.m./7:40 p.m. – 6:00 p.m./8:00 p. m. 


Information and referral
 Sponsoring organizations in partnership - providing information and referral: 

· The Mind Spa

· DJ Bink, 97.9,  Radio One Organization

· Mountain View Church Of Christ

·  New Life Christian Church

·  Institute on Domestic Violence In The African American Community, (IDVAAC) 

· Metropolitan Baptist Church 

· Texas Criminal Justice Assistance Division(CJAD)

· AAA Mental Health 
· After The Trauma
· NEW friends NEW Life
· NEW Sponsors/agencies are being added daily
